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Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of the first half of the Spring term, I wanted to
take a moment to reflect on what has been a purposeful and positive
few weeks at Priory.

This half term, our focus on Hope, through our Spring mascot Nadine
the Butterfly, has been visible across assemblies and classrooms.
Alongside this, we have continued to build pupils’ determination and
resilience, helping children to keep going when learning feels tricky, to
try again when things don’t work first time, and to believe in
themselves as learners. These small, everyday moments of perseverance
are where confidence grows.

Over recent weeks, the Senior Leadership Team have completed our
STEM monitoring, spending time in lessons, looking carefully at pupils’
books, reviewing planning, and meeting with subject leaders. We have
been genuinely impressed by the standard of work across the school.
 In Science, pupils are being given rich opportunities to investigate,
question and explore.

 In Design and Technology, children are designing, making and
evaluating their own products with real purpose.

 In Mathematics, pupils are developing strong foundations in number
fluency and mathematical reasoning, helping them to explain their
thinking, spot patterns, and make connections between concepts.
 The consistency and quality we are seeing reflects the hard work of
staff and the positive attitudes of our pupils.

It has also been a pleasure to welcome parents into classrooms this
week during our Learning Together sessions. Children are proud to
share their learning, and families get a real insight into what learning
looks like day-to-day at Priory.

During our recent Tea with SLT, we spoke about the power of reading to
your children, even as they get older. After our interesting discussion,
Mrs Proffitt shared with me the idea of the “Goldilocks Effect” of
reading aloud, drawn from research by Meghan Cox Gurdon in The
Enchanted Hour:
 • Audio alone can be “too cold” – children’s brains don’t fully engage.
 • Video can be “too hot” – it does too much of the imagining for them.
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 • Reading aloud with books and pictures is “just right” – it lights up
multiple areas of the brain and builds strong neural pathways.

Reading aloud is already embedded in our classrooms, but we wanted
to share this with families too. Even a few minutes a day makes a
powerful difference.

A practical reminder as we head towards the next half term:
 Please ensure all jewellery is removed on PE days. Earrings, rings and
watches can pose a real safety risk during physical activity and can
cause injury to the wearer or others if caught or pulled. As a school, we
have a duty of care to keep children safe, so if jewellery cannot be
removed, your child may not be able to take part in PE on that day. We
know this is disappointing for children, which is why we really
appreciate your support in helping them come to school PE-ready and
able to fully take part.

We are also very excited that it is nearly World Book Day. Children can
come dressed as their favourite book character or enjoy the day in
their pyjamas – because some of the best reading happens when you’re
cosy and comfortable.

This year, pupils will explore traditional and folk tales from different
continents, celebrating the rich diversity of our community and how
stories are shared through spoken word, art and written language.
Each year group will focus on tales from The Americas, Asia, Africa or
Europe, giving children a wonderful window into different cultures and
storytelling traditions.

Finally, a gentle nudge – at our last check, only around 50% of parents
have booked a Parents’ Evening appointment. We also have the Book
Fair visiting that week, with books on sale every day. Every purchase
helps us to invest in new, exciting books for our school library. Please
do book your appointment and pop in to have a look at the books on
offer.

As we move into half term, we know that Ramadan will begin for many
families in our community next week. We would like to wish all those
observing a Ramadan Mubarak. We wish you a peaceful and
meaningful month, and we will continue to support children in school
during this important time.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership. We
are proud of what the children and staff have achieved this half term.
Wishing you all a restful and well-deserved half term break.
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Important dates:

Click here to link to the
school calendar

Click here to see term dates
for 2025-2026

Leaflets and letters:

Please click here to go to our
leaflets page on the website

and choose external providers

Signs of the week:

How are you? & Tired

https://youtu.be/NQzDeHy62PM
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https://prioryschool.ovw3.juniperwebsites.co.uk/calendar/?calid=2&pid=78&viewid=4
https://www.prioryschool.co.uk/diary/grid/2025/1/
https://prioryschool.ovw3.juniperwebsites.co.uk/_site/data/files/migrated/term-dates/2025-2026-term-dates.pdf
https://www.prioryschool.co.uk/latest-news-and-letters-home/
https://youtu.be/2xQSBJgr-c8
https://youtu.be/NQzDeHy62PM
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Weekly attendance percentages 
W/C 9  Februaryth

 

Whole School - 92.74% 

Year 1 - 94.40% 
Year 2 - 94.19%
Year 3 - 98.31%
Year 4 - 94.88%
Year 5 - 92.32% 
Year 6 - 91.25%

Congratulations to 3Nightingale with 99.31%
the highest attendance this week!



6



7



8



9



https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student

https://www.collinshub.co.uk/login/
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https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student
https://www.collinshub.co.uk/login/


https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student

https://urbrainy.com/

https://www.collinshub.co.uk/login/
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Partnerships
for Inclusion of
Neurodiversity in Schools (PINS) 

 

Join us at 
your school 

Cycle 2 Participation session 

PINS is a national project funded by NHS England in partnership with the
Department for Education, Department of Health & Social Care &

the National Network of Parent Carer Forums 

Connect - Share - Make a difference 

For parent carers of children
with neurodivergent needs 

Friday 6 March,13:45 - 14:45 
Priory School

Click here to book 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1981849519262?aff=oddtdtcreator















