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Dear parents and carers,

This week at Priory has been filled with moments that have truly
showcased the joy, talent and togetherness of our school
community. From music that filled the hall to festive celebrations
in the church, we have watched our children shine in so many
ways. As we head further into December, the school is feeling
wonderfully alive with learning, performance and community
spirit.

On Monday, we had the extraordinary privilege of welcoming
musicians from the Orpheus Sinfonia to Priory. Every child in the
school was able to watch and experience a live orchestra — a truly
unforgettable opportunity. We are incredibly grateful to the
Windsor Festival and to the High Sheriff of Berkshire, whose
generosity funded this event. To have such talented musicians
perform for our pupils, and to have the High Sheriff join us in
person, made the experience even more special for our whole
community.

Our school choir took part in the St Peter’s Church Christmas
Concert this week and sang beautifully. We are used to hearing our
children sing in harmony, but what made this performance extra
special was the way it was led.

Because Mrs Shaw was accompanying the choir on the piano, Isaac
Lampard stepped forward to conduct. He led the choir with such
confidence and musical understanding that the children were able
to perform in two-part harmony under his direction — a
remarkable achievement for a primary-aged group.

A big thank you to Mrs Shaw for preparing the choir so
wonderfully, and a special well done to Isaac for his exceptional
leadership.

Parking Reminder
We need to remind all parents and carers that parking around the
school, particularly on Meadway, must be carried out safely,
legally and with consideration for our neighbours. Parking on 
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both sides of the road at drop-off and collection times is causing
significant disruption for residents, who are often unable to enter
or leave their homes due to the volume and positioning of cars.
This is not acceptable, and we are asking all parents to take
responsibility for ensuring pavements, corners, junctions and
driveways remain clear at all times. We rely on our whole
community to behave respectfully, and we need everyone’s
cooperation to ensure the safety and wellbeing of both our
families and our neighbours.

Thank you to those who continue to park thoughtfully — it makes a
real difference.

As you read this, we will have already enjoyed our Christmas
Fayre, and I want to thank everyone who came along to support
the event and help make it such a joyful start to the festive season.
Next week promises to be just as magical, with the reindeer visiting
Priory and the first of our Christmas performances taking place. It
is such a special time of year in school, and we are very much
looking forward to sharing these moments with you and
celebrating everything our wonderful children have achieved.
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Important dates:

Click here to link to the
school calendar

Click here to see term dates
for 2025-2026

Leaflets and letters:

Please click here to go to our
leaflets page on the website

and choose external providers

Signs of the week:

No SOTW this week

4

https://prioryschool.ovw3.juniperwebsites.co.uk/calendar/?calid=2&pid=78&viewid=4
https://www.prioryschool.co.uk/diary/grid/2025/1/
https://prioryschool.ovw3.juniperwebsites.co.uk/_site/data/files/migrated/term-dates/2025-2026-term-dates.pdf
https://www.prioryschool.co.uk/latest-news-and-letters-home/
https://youtu.be/2xQSBJgr-c8


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DkAgDv6PPdQ
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https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student

https://www.collinshub.co.uk/login/
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Musical Monday!

This Monday, we were so lucky to be visited by a fabulous string
quartet, comprising musicians from the Orpheus Sinfonia
orchestra. They performed two amazing 30 minute concert of
festive music, reaching our whole school community, introducing
us to the violins, viola and cello. Our host Rosie explained that
music is so amazing it can change the way you feel! It can help you
travel through time: hearing music in exactly the same way as
people would have heard it 400 years ago, and it can take you
around the world: we don't need language with words to
understand music created anywhere at all around the globe. 

We also heard the story of how music brought a brief stop to the
fighting at Christmas during WW1, as soldiers sang the song Silent
Night together across the trenches. Our concert ended with Rosie
introducing some of the most important "ingredients" of music
itself: instruments (including our voices), sound, beat, rhythm
(long and short notes) and pitch (high and low notes), all through
the very popular tune to Jingle Bells, which the children joined in
with enthusiastically!

Year 4 had another extra special treat, being invited to visit the
music "petting zoo". Rosie was delighted that Y4 were so "brilliantly
inquisitive" in this workshop, where they had the opportunity to
try out a variety of instruments in small groups: the violin, the
recorder, a mini clarinet and a pBuzz (a cross between a trumpet
and trombone!)

Here is what some of the children said about their musical
experience: 

I enjoyed the Snowman one because it was about Father Christmas
and his reindeer, which I saw in my head while I was listening.

I liked the fact they were telling us the story of how music came
about.
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I loved how you could slide the trombone. It was so fun. 
I like playing the violin because it sounds really nice when you
press the notes and move the bow.

I liked the clarinet. I enjoyed it very much because it was like a
recorder but from back in the day.

The reason I liked the Ukrainian tune is because I’ve heard it before
and I liked the way they used the instruments all at the same time,
which made a beautiful sound.

Can you come back and do it again?!

We are so grateful to Windsor Festival and the High Sheriff of
Berkshire for funding this incredible opportunity for our children.
What a perfect way to begin the Christmas season!

If your child is in KS2 and has been inspired to take up lessons on a
musical instrument, please look out for the letter coming home
soon about instrumental lessons beginning after Christmas. These
can be booked via Arbor. If you have any music-related questions,
please do contact Mrs Shaw.
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Year 1 Donaldson – Celebrating Elissa Mamod!
We are incredibly proud of Elissa Mamod from Year 1 Donaldson,
who took part in her very first gymnastics competition last
weekend. Elissa approached the event with great enthusiasm,
confidence, and a huge smile. She thoroughly enjoyed the
experience and impressed everyone with her wonderful effort and
positive attitude.

Her hard work paid off as she delivered a fantastic performance,
earning two well-deserved awards. Well done, Elissa! Your school
community is cheering you on, and we can’t wait to see what you
achieve next. 
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